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St. Johnõs Mission:  To shepherd growing and developing children in a Christian environment. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

February 13 - 14  Valentine Parties  
 The children will exchange 

valentines. Have your child     
bring his/her valentines to 
school, signed, but do not put 
names on envelopes.  Each 
child will play òmailman.ó The 
5-day class participates on  
Monday.  Room parents will 
be calling for parent 
volunteers to provide the 
party items.  

February 20  HOLIDAY  
 Presidentsõ Day 
 
Feb 29 & Mar 1  Wacky Days   
 In honor of Dr. Seussõ 

birthday and one of his 
books, Wacky  Wednesday ! 

 Have your child select a 
wacky outfit to wear 
to school.  The 5 ðday 
class participates on 
Wednesday. 
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HEREõS THE NEWS! 
We extend a heartfelt òthanksó to our parents for their 
continual support and understanding. You rearranged 
work schedules (more than half of our families involve 

two  working parents) and  still came to conferences or called to 
communicate the need for an alternate arrangement.   

Our next special show -n-tell will feature the theme of love. 
When your child brings home the heart -shaped container, 
itõs his/her turn! Look for instructions inside the lid. 

You parents are bringing new faces into our preschool to 
register for the Fall of 2012.  It appears our best 
advertisement is òword of mouthó. Several openings exist for 2, 
3, and 4 year olds ,and many parents new to the preschool 
experience may not realize that registration is taking 
place NOW ! So, please keep spreading the word.  Thank 
you.   

 

Mary had a little cold, but didnõt stay at home; 
And everywhere that Mary went, the cold was sure to roam.  
It wandered into Mollyõs eyes and filled them full of tears; 
It jumped from there to Bobbyõs nose, 

and then to Jimmyõs ears. 
It painted Annaõs throat bright red,  

and pounded Jennyõs head; 
Sally got a fever, and a cough put Jack to bed.  

The moral of this little tale is very quickly known:  
Mary could have spared them all with just one day at home!  

Kimani Ogola has a brother, Amezian Isiah Kimani, born 12/29/2011.  

Cradle Roll  



PARENTSõ CORNER 

To Button, Zip, and Tie  
by Deborah Diffily  

Family-Friendly Communication for Early Childhood Programs (NAEYC)  
 

Getting dressed on time in the morning can be a real challenge for  many of us, but it is particularly difficult for 

young children who have to contend with buttons, zippers, and shoelaces when their fine motor skills are still 

developing. 

 

When families are trying to get ready to leave the house at a certain time, parents will probably need to help young 

children with the dressing process. Preschool children want to be independent but get easily frustrated when the buttons wonõt d o 

what they want them to do or the zipper will not cooperate. That frustration leads to an even more stressful morning.  

 

Helping kids learn to contend with the logistics of buttoning buttons, zipping zippers, and tying shoelaces is best done 

during less stressful times. Concentrate on one skill at a time. Work together and assure children that they will be able to 

do this with practice. As a parent, you might want to consider shoes with Velcro fasteners, as well as other clothing items 

that young children can manage more easily as these skills are developing.  

 

 

Learning to control hands and fingers according to information received from sight is a coordination skill that will aid 

children in early attempts of reading and writing.  

 

We adults can provide many different opportunities for children to develop these skills. Dressing and undressing dolls and 

dramatic play with clothes that have buttons and zippers are good for practice. Activities such as shaping play dough, string ing 

beads, and placing pegs into pegboards also enhance the fine motor skills needed for dressing.  

 

With appropriate experiences, your child will gradually master all the intricacies of getting dressed and 

undressed. 

 

P.S. From the staff ñ mittens are easier for children to put on, and they keep hands warmer (less surface 

exposure).  
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Library Corner  

Each month we will now suggest a few childrenõs books (staff favorites, of course).  
Februaryõs  choices include: 
The Greedy Python , Richard Buckley  
Snip Snap!:Whatõs That?, Marta Bergman  
Doctor De Soto , Williiam Steig  
Snowballs, Lois Ehlert  
Snowmen All Year, Carolyn Buehner 
Happy, interactive  reading! 



St. Johnõs 

Lutheran Church 

offers two 

church services and 

Christian education for all 

ages. There is also a 

supervised toddler nursery 

and a room for parents 

with babies which still 

allows for full 

participation in 

the service.  

9:00 a.m.   

Contemporary 
Praise with Holy 
Communion 

 

10:10 a.m.   

Sunday School for all ages  

 

11:15 a.m.   

Traditional with Holy 
Communion 

 

ALL ARE 

WELCOME to 

join in the 

services. Call the church 

office if you have any 

questions  

(301-946 -5458).  
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Y Groundhog Day 

Y Dental Health  

Y  Valentineõs Day & Friendship 

Y Our Presidents  

Y Letters  D, P, B, R  

Y Good Food Values 

These are also noted on our dry erase boards.  

(Our schoolõs curriculum is certified by the MD 

State Board of Education).  

FEBRUARY BIBLE 
CURRICULUM 

A month -long theme 

about Godõs love and 

loving one 

another  
YLove One 

Another  
YGood Samaritan 
YMoses 
YTen 

Commandments  

WEEKLY CURRICULUM THEMES  

The Preschool PRATTLER is 

published monthly for the 

parents of children who attend  

 
ST. JOHNõS CHRISTIAN 

PRESCHOOL 
4629 Aspen Hill Road  

Rockville, MD 20853  

301-946 -4977 (phone)  

301-946 -1866 (fax)  

lic. # 15 -43094  

Tax ID # 52 -1890498  

Director/Editor :  

Virginia Cameron 

Newsletter Layout & Desig n:  

Lisa Tekelenburg  

 

Website :  
http://www.stjohns -rockville.org  

E-mail: sjkidsabc@verizon.net  

CHURCH NEWS  
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FRIENDLY REMINDERS  

4y/o:  òMy mommy had a birthday party.ó 

Teacher:  òAnd did you get her a nice present?ó 

4y/o:  òSheõs asked for a ôpeaceõof quietõ, but we 
bought her some reading books.ó 

5y/o:  òWell if God planned for winter, Heõd 
better hurry up!ó 

 

a Parent responses to inclement weather and school 

closings prompt the listing of these resources:  

 ñ Radio ñ WTOP 1500 or WMAL 630  

 ñ Internet ñ www.mcps.k12.md.us or schoolsout.com (registration 
required)  

 ñ Telephone ñ 301-279 -3673 (CRY-FORD) 

 ñ Cable TV ñ channel 34 (MCPS) 

a Remember, we follow MCPS, as stated on page 6 in the school 

handbook.  

THANK YOU...  

...to the parents and teachers who conferenced and the aides who used their expertise to make 

our classrooms òsqueaky cleanó. 

...to Francesca Russo for handling our Scholastic Book Club order.  The children will enjoy hours 

of reading with parents and our school library will add books from accumulated bonus points.  

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES  


