
September 7&8  First full school days  
 
 
 
 

September 14  HOLIDAY -Primary Election Day -(The church is also 
a polling place) 

 
 
 
September 20  Lunch Bunch program begins ð All parents 

who signed up will be notified of the 
particulars and schedule.  Additional forms 
are available in the school office.  

September 29&30  Mother Goose Days -Send your child to 
school with a prop or specific costume 
representative of Mother Goose characters (a 
basket for Jack or Jill, toy lamb for Mary, blue 
clothes for Little Boy Blue, etc.)  Questions? See 
the teachers please!  The 5 day class participates 
of Friday.  

 
 
October 1  Professional Training Day -No school (Staff will 

attend workshops conducted by Treatment and 
Learning Center professionals.)  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Our staff enjoyed meeting our new and returning families on Orientation Day.  This 

begins our 45th year of serving the community as an outreach ministry of St. Johnõs 

Lutheran Church.  Welcome!   
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St. Johnõs Mission:  To Shepherd growing and developing children in a Christian environment 

We know it is important for every child to have a fun, fulfilling experience at school.  Parents need to be 

informed so their children are prepared for our many special days, field trips, and events.  The important 

happenings for each month will ALWAYS appear as the newsletterôs first page and in a contrasting color.  

If you wish to receive a monthly email of  reminders of special days as well, please sign up in the office.   
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Inside this issue:  



HEREõS THE NEWS! 
 

St. Johnõs 

welcomes Pastor 

Travis Kern, Heidi, 

and Hannah (3mo.) from Florida.  Pastor 

Kern looks forward to meeting your children 

each week for the weekly chapel program.  

Look for the monthly newsletter 

to come home in your childõs blue 

folder on the 1st school day of 

the month.  The folder itself will be the 

means of communication between home and 

school.  Please send it to school with your 

child each day and check the contents once 

it returns home.   

By now you have read our letter 

concerning Emergency 

Preparedness.  Our staff has 

practiced both shelter in place 

and evacuation drills and will soon do so with 

your children.  Please note that our schoolõs 

detailed plan notebooks are visible in each 

classroom, the school office, and the hallway 

as well.  Additional input for parents 

involves these 2 suggestions:  

1) Provide a change of clothes for your 

child/leave in backpack.  

2) Keep family emergency information 

updated on a regular basis (medications, 

contacts, authorized persons to pick up your 

child, etc.)  

Please locate the preschool 

calendar in the back of the 

HANDBOOK, noting special days 

and holidays. Families new to the 

school may have questions about 

information in the handbook. If so, please 

ask --  we will be glad to answer!  

Our preschool stresses the 

development of self -esteem, and 

therefore maximum classroom time 

is spent nurturing emotional growth. We 

focus on process, not product. You will not 

see a project come home everyday; some 

projects represent the culmination of a 

weekly theme, or are based on childrenõs 

literature. The approach and extent will 

vary greatly too, among 3õs, and 4õs. Some 

are pure fun and discovery, such as painting 

with marbles and balloons! (Yes, we plan to 

do it!).  

We will send home those all -

important class lists as soon as the 

classes stabilize, hopefully within a 

week or two. We wish to provide you with 

current, correct information.  

Remember, all the paint and 

markers that will come home on 

papers or clothes are washable. 

Yes, we use smocks on the children, but we 

suggest that you wash any paint spatters on 

clothes promptly.  

Perhaps your preschooler is not 

talking about preschool, despite 

your question, òWhat did you do at 

school today?ó Three and four year olds 

respond best to specific  questions, such as 

òWhat story did you hear today?ó or òWhat 

snack did you eat today?ó These elicit a 

specific response and begin the 

communication process.  
 

 Each issue of the newsletter will 
now feature a special coloring page.  
Have your child color this and bring 
it back to school.  The teacher will 

display it in the classroom each month 
with much praise for your childõs 
artwork.               

   
As you sort through outgrown 
clothes this fall, remember  St. 
Johnõs sponsorship of Linkages to 
Learning, a collaborative initiative 
among MC Dept. Health and Human 

Services, MCPS, and private community 
providers.  We are glad to accept 
outgrown clothes for children and 
adults.  Our representative from  

        Wheaton Woods Elementary will be 
delighted with any donations.  

(Continued on page 3) 

NEW FRIENDS  

This morning,  

when I started 

school, 

I met a girl  

named Betty Lou  

And she met me - 

That made us two . 

Then, both of us  

met Anne Marie - 

And that made 

three . 

Then, Paul came 

running 

through the door - 

Now, the three of 

us 

are four - 

And I can't wait 

to meet some 

more! 

ñ

Patricia Hubbell ñ 
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    The Preschool Board is willing to open a Tuesday/Thursday 2õs class, 9:15-11:45 Am, beginning in January.  

Please spread the word to friends and neighbors with little ones who were 2 by September 1st 2010.  We 
have registration forms in the office.  (Nine children are the required minimum to open a class.)  

Our first special òShow and Telló will feature the òGetting to Know Meó box. Instructions are inside the 

box, and the children will begin bringing it home, one at a time, beginning the week of September 13th, 

when we focus on òOur Family and Ourselvesó. 

The teachers would like all children to have a backpack to bring to school each day. These little ones 

are òin trainingó and need to practice bringing to school, and taking from school, items and papers of 

importance in their folders.   

 

Pay special attention to the handbook section regarding illness and the health department guidelines 

regarding nasal discharge and communicable diseases.  Also, as per the handbook, children may not 

wear diapers of any kind during school hours; this includes Pull -Ups.  Children must be toilet trained 

before coming to preschool. Yes, we realize many children are new at this, and accidents will        

happen. Not to worry --  we are prepared!  

St. Johnõs has a mascot -  IALAC (I Am Lovable And Capable) --  the lamb, who wears the schoolõs T-

shirt. He is for sale and is available in the office. We think he is precious!  

Perhaps you have noticed the dry erase boards on the walls just outside the classroom doors. Check here for 

the daily  plans related to our curriculum. It is yet another way we are communicating to you what 

we are doing each day in the classroom.  

 

 

This fall, we begin again the Handwriting Without Tears (www.hwtears.com) program with our 3 
and 4 year olds. Our teachers have attended workshops and we have purchased those parts of 

the program related to preschoolers. You may well hear bits of songs and activities ( Mat Man is 

a favorite!) involving chalk, dough rolling, etc., as we develop small motor skills. Further, the 4õs 

will work on  recognizing the alphabet and writing the upper case letters. Note that several MCPS use this 

program. 
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HEREõS THE NEWS! (continued from page 2) 



Welcome Back/Mission Sunday is September 12th  

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church offers two 

church services and Christian education for 

all ages. There is also a supervised toddler 

nursery and a room for parents with babies 

which still allows for full participation in the service.  

9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Praise with Holy  
  Communion 

10:10 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages  

11:15 a.m.  Traditional with Holy Communion  

ALL ARE WELCOME  to join in our services. Call the 

church office if you have any questions ( 301-946 -5458 ). 
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Y Summer/Introduction to School  

Y Our Family  

Y Self -feelings, growing  

Y Nursery Rhymes/Fall 

Awareness 

These are also noted on our dry erase 
boards. (Our schoolõs curriculum is 

certified by the MD State Board of 
Education).  

SEPTEMBER BIBLE 
CURRICULUM 

A month to establish 

the basic foundations  

Y The Bible ñ
An 
introduction 
to the book of 
stories about God 
and Jesus  

Y God Made Us 
Special/The Golden 
Rule 

Y Let the Children 
Come to Me  

Y God Provides for 
Us/Apples and 
Johnny Appleseed  

WEEKLY CURRICULUM THEMES  

The Preschool PRATTLER is 

published monthly for the parents 

of children who attend  

ST. JOHNõS CHRISTIAN 

PRESCHOOL 

4629 Aspen Hill Road  

Rockville, MD 20853  

301-946 -4977 (phone)  

301-946 -1866 (fax)  

lic. # 15 -43094  

 
Director/Editor :  

Virginia Cameron 

Newsletter Layout & Desig n:  

Lisa Tekelenburg  

 

 
Website :  

http://www.stjohns -rockville.org  
 

E-mail: sjkidsabc@verizon.net  

CHURCH NEWS  

CHURCH YARD SALE 

Saturday, October 9th  

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
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FAMILY FAITH ACTIVITIES  
for September  

(Reprinted by permission and with adaptations from "Entry Points for Nurturing 
Faith in the Home" by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)  

Ü As you shop for school supplies, give thanks for the gifts God 

gave us to help us learn (e.g. eyes to see; ears to listen; a voice 

to ask questions; hands to raise, write and draw; bodies that 

move; and brains to think things through).  

Ü In the morning before school, talk about the activities and people 

involved in the day ahead. Then, pray for teachers, students and 

friends by name.  

Ü Celebrate the first day of school. Thank God for the opportunity 

to play, learn, and make new friends.  

Ü At bedtime, talk about your child's day. Rejoice at the good things that 

happened. Reassure your child that no matter what happens, God will 

always be with him and love him.  

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES  

5 y/o: òMy mommy loves yard sales, but she never 
buys any yards.ó 
 

5 y/o:  òI like lightning bugs, but that lightning 
stuff is scary.ó 
 

5 y/o:  òThe wooly bears cross my road, but they donõt look 
both ways.ó 
 


